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 GENIDA is a network geared towards the protection of internally displaced persons
in Africa. GENIDA seeks to advance sustainable solutions while also bridging the gap 
between research and policy responses.

GENIDA provides a useful platform for critical engagement on solutions to the issue of 
internal displacement, an issue that a�ects more than 12 million people in Africa.

In August 2021, GENIDA engaged IDPs in Uganda and Cameroon towards its objective to 
create a platform for inclusive IDP centered development of solutions to internal 
displacement in Africa. 

It is important to note at the beginning of this report that the IDPs interviewed feared 
for their lives and for this reason requested that their names be withheld for security 
and other related reasons. This raises great concern and calls for more in-depth 
investigation to ascertain the extent of this threat to the right to life to IDPs not only in 
these countries but other countries as well.

This report highlights the experiences, challenges and solutions proposed by IDPs in 
Selected IDP camps in Uganda and Cameroon. 



Region: Oyam, Northern Uganda

Cause of Displacement: War/Conflict.

Experience:
The interviewee was displaced as a result of Conflict/ war by the Lord Resistance Army in 
Northern Uganda which lasted for over twenty years.
According to the interviewee, people moved to IDP camps in 2004 and started returning to 
their homes in 2008. There were �ve gazetted camps which were set up around 
UPDF(Uganda National Army) outposts in the area and were not planned settlement areas as 
the people were given forty-eight hours by the military to vacate their homes. 
These camps were also set up on private people’s land and not government land.

Knowledge of the Law: The interviewee is aware of the law because of her work 
as a political leader.

Challenges:
1.  There were a lot of people who were abducted, and some have never returned home.
2. There was su�ering in the IDP camps. The IDPs had no food, no assistance from government 
     and the people had to move back to their former homes to collect food which exposed them 
     to the risk of abduction and attacks by the rebel forces.
3. There were no health facilities in the camps. They also lacked water and schools for their children 
     which required them to move out of the camps for education.
4. The owners of the land where the IDP camps were set up have never been compensated by
     government. The land is now unproductive and inhabitable.
5. Those who were injured, or lost property have not been compensated by the government.
6. There has been limited government intervention in addressing the challenges faced by the 
     returnees. Even the few programs undertaken by government have been marred by corruption
    thus hindering service delivery to the intended benefactors.
7. There is a growing crisis among the youth because they have not been equipped with skills and
     did not have access to education. These are now becoming a challenge to the community 
     because they can’t earn income in honest ways.

Proposed Solution:
1. Government and Humanitarian actors should put in place programmes targeting the returnees 
   to empower them and address the di�erent challenges they face.
2. The government should compensate the owners of the land which was used as IDP camps.
3. The government and other actors should put in place programs for the youth to
     bridge the existing skilling and education gap.
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Region: Mbale, Eastern Uganda.

Cause of Displacement: Climate Disaster/ Mudslides

Experience: 
The interviewee used to live in Bududa District which is also in Eastern Uganda. 
The area has been hit by mudslides since 2010 and is still vulnerable to disasters. 
The interviewee noted that they were forced to leave their homes as they were no longer
 inhabitable and posed a risk to their lives. The mudslides destroyed everything the interviewee 
owned like her plantation, house and killed the domestic animals. She is presently living in Mbale 
where she sales charcoal for a living and has been one of the bene�ciaries of projects carried
 out by Mothers Initiative Africa, a local NGO working with women.
The interviewee also noted that there was no warning about the possibility of mudslides and
that they have not received government support ever since she was displaced but has bene�tted 
from the work of other humanitarian agencies/NGOs.

Knowledge of the Law: The interviewee has no knowledge of laws protecting IDPs and has not 
had access to a lawyer or legal aid.

Challenge:
1. The lack of government support has made resettlement hard for them and they cannot return
    home since the area is still prone to environmental disaster.
2. Setting up livelihood projects has also been hard because they lack support in form of skills
     and capital.
3. The people are not aware of any plans by government to resettle them which brings about
     a lot of uncertainty.

Proposed Solution:
1. The interviewee proposed that IDPs can supported in improving their businesses as a way 
    of empowerment.
2. The interviewee proposed that the government should provide a resettlement plan.
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Region: Kasese, Western Uganda

Cause of Displacement: Climate Disaster/ Flooding

Experience:
On 7th May 2020, River Nyamwamba in Kasese district burst its banks as a result of heavy 
rains and washed away their homes and property. Several people died as a result of the disaster. 
They were relocated to a nearby primary school where they have been living for 8 months now.
In the �rst three months after the flooding, there was no assistance received from government 
or any other humanitarian actors. They received the �rst government and NGO intervention after 
the �rst three months where they were given food and some supplies.
The a�ected persons have now been resettled in a di�erent IDP settlement by the government. 
Government has provided water and some necessities.

Knowledge of the Law: The interviewee did not have knowledge of the law/rights of IDPs and
has not had access to legal aid.

Challenges:
1. The children have no access to education. Schools were closed due to Covid-19 and the 
   alternatives(radio and eLearning) that government proposed for the students to have access
   to education are not accessible to them.
2. They only depend on one type of food which is posho and beans given out by government and
    humanitarian actors. This food is not good for children and the elderly who have special 
    dietary needs.
3. She su�ers from traumatic episodes every time it rains.(Mental health challenges) however she
    noted that they were given access to counsellors by some of the humanitarian actors.
4.They do not have agricultural supplies, supplements and tools.
5. They have not been sensitized about their rights and have no access to lawyers and are 
    thus susceptible to exploitation.
6. They are exploited for manual labour where they have to work the whole day in people’s 
    gardens for food and money.
7. They have not gotten the covid-19 vaccines or been sensitized about it.

Proposed Solution:
1. The interviewee proposed that there should be provision of relief food to cater for 
    persons with special dietary needs.
2. The interviewee also proposed that the displaced persons should be supported with farming
    tools and supplies.
3. The interview proposed the supporting of livelihood projects undertaken by IDPs in order
    to empower them.
4.The government should intervene to provide education solutions to children.
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Region: Bullisa District, Western Uganda

Cause of Displacement: Climate Disaster/ Flooding

Experience:
Butyawa subcounty was a�ected by floods which almost washed the entire place away. 
This led to displacement of people(about 300 people) and loss of property like plantations, 
homes and buildings among others. The area is still submerged up to today. The people did not 
have where to go after the floods and the area that the government identi�ed as an IDP 
settlement is a private person’s land who has barred the people from setting up any permanent 
structures on it. Most of the a�ected people have had to scatter in order to �nd a place where
 they can stay.
The government has however reached out with some assistance in form of food, jerrycans 
and a few other supplies. There have also been some NGOs reaching out like Laquador which
 has provided relief assistance to select special families like those headed by children, the disabled
 and persons living with HIV etc. The UPDF Marine Force in Butyawa also assisted by setting up 
temporary latrines. She noted that they have access to government o�cials in the area in case of 
any challenges and the community has been sensitized about Covid-19 and vaccination.

Knowledge of the Law: The interviewee had no knowledge of the law and rights of IDPs and they
have not had access to legal aid.

Challenges:
1. There is lack of food and the food given by government was not enough to sustain the families.
2. They lack shelters and as most of them lack the resources to set up structures where
they can stay and as such have resorted to sleeping on other people’s verandas.
3. They have su�ered attacks from wild animals. About six people have succumbed to 
     attacks by crocodiles as a result of the flooding.
4. There has not been compensation or support for loss of property.
5. They lack sanitary facilities like latrines in most of the area.
6. The Health Center lacks a permanent structure because the former structure was submerged.
     They are now using a tent.

Proposed Solutions:
1. The interviewee proposed that they are resettled in a di�erent area which is habitable.
2. The interviewee proposed the construction of new schools for the children who have not been
     in school ever since the flooding.
3. There is a need for sanitation facilities like latrines and clean water.
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Region: Soroti, Eastern Uganda.

Cause of Displacement: Conflict/War

Experience: 
The interviewee was displaced in the 1980s when she was in S.3 as a result of the cattle rustling
raids by the Karimojong in Northern Uganda. She has been a victim of di�erent wars from the
1986-1987 rebellion by Alice Lakwena to the 2003 LRA war led by Joseph Kony. She currently lives 
in an IDP settlement 2kms away from Soroti City in Eastern Uganda with another over 1000 IDPs.
They did not get relief support either in form of food or money from government during the 
Covid-19 crisis. Most of the challenges faced in the camp were borne by women since most of 
their husbands died. They survive by o�ering cheap labour in people’s gardens.
They have experienced hostility from the community where they settled and thus have had to
restrict themselves to the con�nes of the IDP settlement.

Knowledge of the Law: They have not been sensitized about their rights and the law protecting 
IDPS. They also have had no access to legal aid and are not aware of any legal aid projects in 
the area.

Challenges:
1. Their children do not have access to education.
2. They lack food and have to beg from people or work long periods of hours for survival.
    This challenge was emphasized by the interviewee for over four times in the interview.
3. The public health facilities are inaccessible, and they also lack essential medicines. 
     People have to buy the prescribed medicines from private health facilities.
4.  They have been a�ected by drought which has caused a food shortage.

Proposed Solutions:
1. Proposed that government should relocate the displaced persons to somewhere else away 
   from the camp where they have been for a long period of time.
2. The interviewee proposed that there should be free quality education for the 
     displaced children.
3. Supporting of the displaced persons with capital and skills to start up income generating ventures.
4. She also requested the government to o�er support in form food and other basic needs.
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Region: North West Region, Cameroon

Cause of Displacement: Conflict/ Violence

Experience: 
The participant stated that she had to leave her home abruptly on hearing bullets and seeing 
other people fleeing. There was no early warning advising the people to flee from the impending
 violence. Her house was burnt down, and she had to flee with her children and her family was
separated in the process.
She also stated that they have not received any support from the government as the 
Cameroonian government has never acknowledged the existence of the crisis. There are also 
no gazetted IDP Camps.
She stated that the host community is respectful and hospitable towards her and other IDPs. 
She is currently unemployed and not carrying out any economic activity. She is being supported 
by her sister who also has a family and other people to look after her.

Knowledge of the Law: The interviewee is not aware of any laws protecting IDPs and is not 
aware of the governments obligation towards her and other IDPs. She was not even aware
that she is an IDP.

Challenges:
1. The displaced persons lack housing. The families that were displaced have to live with relatives.
2. She doesn’t have a source of income as she is currently unemployed.

Proposed Solutions:
1. She proposed that government should resettle the displaced persons in a gazetted camp 
    where they can have access to shelter and other facilities.
2. She proposed that government should support them with food and other basic needs.
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Region: North Western Region, Cameroon

Cause of Displacement: Conflict/war

Experience:
The interviewee stated that the displacement was triggered when gunmen where entering 
people’s houses removing them. They were surprised and had to desert their homes for safety.
He noted that in the area where he is living, they have received support from a non-governmental 
organisation(NGO) which works with IDPs, but they have not received any support from the 
Cameroonian government.
On the issue of Covid-19, he also noted that there was an NGO which had carried out sensitization 
in their community on Covid-19 prevention. The NGO also gave them masks and sanitizers.
He is unemployed and does casual labour to earn a living and the host community where he is 
currently living is welcoming. He is living with relatives as there is no designated IDP camp.

Knowledge of the Law: The interviewee does not have knowledge of the law and has not had
access to legal aid.

Challenges:
1. The interviewee lacks housing and is currently living with relatives.
2. The interviewee does not have a job or any income generating venture.
3. They have not received any assistance from government like food or any basic needs.

Proposed Solutions:
1. The interviewee requested for support to set up his own house.
2. The interviewee requested for government assistance in the form of food and other basic needs.
3. The interviewee requested for assistance in getting a job or source of income in order 
     to be able to provide for himself.
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Region: North West Region, Cameroon.

Cause of Displacement: Conflict/Violence

Experience: 
The interviewee (a minor aged 15) stated that everyone had to decide on their own either to
flee the violence or to stay in the area. There was no warning or government intervention when
the conflict started. The displaced people have also not received any form of support either from 
government or civil society actors. 
He has not been in school since November 2019 when the conflict broke out and is currently
 living with his brother.

Knowledge of the Law: The interviewee had no knowledge of the law and was not aware of 
his rights as an IDP.

Challenges:
1. The interviewee noted that he has not been to school since 2019 and thus has not had access
    to education for over two years now.
2. They also do not have food and other basic needs.

Proposed Solutions:
1. The interviewee proposed that there should be interventions made to enable children 
   go back to school.
2. The interviewee also proposed government intervention in the form of food and other basic needs.



Conclusion

In conclusion, it follows that the cross-cutting issues include but are not limited to the following. 
1. Failure by governments to intervene and provide assistance in times of crisis.
2. Lack of early warning in both cases of climate disaster and conflict induced internal displacement cases.
3. Lack of awareness on the law protecting IDPs and no access to legal aid.
4. Most of the interviewees did not have jobs or means to earn income to sustain themselves.
5. Lack of shelter or land to resettle on after being displaced mostly in cases of climate disaster.

This calls for further investigation, research and dialogue on the issue of internal displacement in Africa if sustainable 
solutions are to be e�ectively developed and implemented. 


